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Introduced By: 

Proposed No.: 

Larry Phillips 

97-647 

MOTION NO. 1 0 348 
A MOTION advising the Puget Sound Water Quality 
Action Team of King County interests and priorities in the 
development of its 1999 - 2001 work plan. 

WHEREAS, the Regional Water Quality Committee first met with representatives 

of the Puget Sound Water Quality Action Team on July 18, 1996 and in 1996 approved 

Motion 9975 advising the Puget Sound Water Quality Action Team of King County 

interests and priorities in the development of the state's 1997 - 1999 work plan, and 

WHEREAS, the Regional Water Quality Committee met with representatives of the 

Puget Sound Water Quality Action Team on September 18, 1997 to discuss current ~ing 

County priorities for protection ofPuget Sound for the updated Action Team work plan for 

fiscal years 1999 - 2001, and 

WHEREAS, the Regional Water Quality Committee and the Metropolitan King 

County Council have adopted a work plan for 1997, which is incorporated by reference as 

Attachment A to this Motion; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT MOVED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY: 

The Regional Water Quality Committee recommends that the Puget Sound Water 

Quality Action Team be advised ofthe following priorities for protection ofPuget Sound 

by the Metropolitan King County Council: . 
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1 A. King County is involved in several initiatives which protect Puget Sound 

2 II through preservation of open space, surface water management and wastewater 

3 II management programs. During the 1997 - 1999 biennium King County intends to: 

4 II 1. Complete and adopt the-Regional Wastewater Services Plan; 

5 2. Fund and implement the Regional Needs Assessment program; 

6 3. Administer the Lake Washington Ecological Studies on behalf ofthe Lake 

7 II Washington/Cedar River and Sammamish watershed forums; 

" L. Implement flood control plans and capital projects which also protect water 

9 quality; 

10 5. Support water supply initiatives which support clean water obj.ectives; 

11 6. Participate in regional and state economic development and trade progralJ!s; 

12 and 

Participate in efforts to restore or protect shellfish in Puget Sound. 

14 II B. An additional watershed forum for direct Central Puget Sound drainages may 

15 II be developed during the 1997 - 1999 biennium that is expected to address: 

16 1. Concerns identified in a draft Marine Water Quality Assessment, including 

1 7 II toxicants, bacteria and other pollutant risks that endanger shellfish and other marine life 

18 II and pose risks to human health; and 

19 2. The need for regional integration of actions taken in Puget Sound with those 

2 0 II taken by other watershed forums. 

21 3. Other issues that may be determined by the forum. 
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1 II C. King County requests that the Puget Sound Water Quality Action Team and 

2 II other state agencies address the following regional and watershed priorities developed by 

3 II watershed forums, in the Action Team's 1999 - 2001 work plan: 

4 1. Providing state funding of the priorities identified by the local governrrients 

5 II and the watershed forums. This is the highest priority state role identified by the local 

6 II gov~mment partnerships in King County. 

7 II 2. Supporting allocation of Centennial Clean Water and other funds by major 

8 II watershed in the state, using population as a factor. State dollars which are committed to 

9 II local projects should be better coordinated (and pooled where appropriate), so that 

10 II spending by different state agencies is coordinated and those dollars are spent on priority 

11 II projects. 

12 3. Supporting mitigation banks to direct DOT and other agency mitigation 

13 II requirements to the highest priority needs, and other opportunities for reallocation of 

14 II existing as well as creation of new funding sources. 

15 4. Supporting collaboration with the watershed forums and King County in the 

16 II Department of Ecology's assessment for the Cedar-Green Water Quality Management 

17 II Area. 

18 5. Supporting collaboration between DFW, King County and cities to establish 

19 II guidance for Hydraulic Project Approval permits that should maximize environmental 

20 II benefits for project costs. King County particularly seeks to establish guidance for fish 

21 II habitat projects in the Cedar River with a goal of protecting and restoring the river's 

22 II overall ecological health and biodiversity, rather than managing it for a single species. 
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1 6. Supporting significant staff and financial contributions from DFW for 

2 II implementation of recommendations from ecological studies of Lake Washington, to help 

3 II return the Lake Washington sockeye to their status in the 1970s and 1980s as the state's 

4 II most valuable recreational fishery. 

5 7. Supporting technical and other assistance to improve marine water 

6 II resources for central Puget Sound. 

7 8. Encouraging, as a matter of state policy, the establishment of surface water 

8 II management utilities in all local jurisdictions. 

9 9. Providing clear authority to local government partnerships the ability to 

1 0 II impose a regional fee for water quality protection. 

11 II 10. Addressing non-point pollution from resource based activities; expanding 

12 II the role of the state Department of Agriculture to include urban farmlands. 

13 11. Direct allocation of state assistance to the preservation of the priority fisheries 

14 resources. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 
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1 II 12. Continuing to support local government efforts to improve water quality' 

2 II with state assistance to local operating and capital programs for wastewater management, 

3 II surface water management and flood control. 

4 PASSED by a vote of / CJ.... toO on this /0 -tIu day of . 
5 II ·1/oIJe(Vlbetf., 1997. 

6 
7 
8 
9 

10 . 
11 
12 

13 
14 
15 

ATTEST: 

7~ 
,-",. . 

Clerk of the CouncIl 

KING COUNTY COUNCIL 
KING CQUNTY, WA~HINGTON 

IJ 

16 II Attachments: 1997 Regional Water Quality Committee Workplan, Waterways 2000 
17 Technical Report 
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